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Report of meeting, 10 January 2017, held at the Spetchells Centre, starting at 10.00am 
Present: Prudhoe Town Council – Cllrs Mrs J McGee (Chair); Cllr G Price; R Whinney (Clerk) 
Active Northumberland – Mike Jeffrey (Countryside & Green Spaces Manager); Sam Talbot (Green Spaces 
Officer, West Area); Stephen Wardle (Central Area Manager, Neighbourhood Services) 
 
Items circulated at the meeting (supplied by NCC) comprised: 

 Results of consultations carried out at Adderlane Academy and at Highfield Middle School, shown in 
graphs 

 Two examples of possible site plans 
 
Update on school play consultations 

 The pupils had participated in exercises to help draw out their preferences over a number of sessions 

 The sessions included a shopping list, with a budget to spend on the project, and a ‘mock’ catalogue. 
The catalogue included features such as a seat, basket swing, a spinner, a circular swing, a zip wire, 
and a traditional roundabout 

 The site plan discussions had permitted groups to create their own preferred plan 

 The existing toddler play area was located in the centre of the proposed new play site and would be 
retained as a discrete area 

 Nearly every group had chosen a picnic table in their ‘design’, and some had chosen several 

 There was strong interest in a timber multi-play feature, with different levels, roofs, and a big ‘tube-y’ 
slide 

 Provision needed to be considered for disabled access to play equipment (for instance to a swing) 

 Preferences had been indicated with stickers: overall the majority had favoured bright-coloured 
equipment. Whilst there was no supply cost implication involved in this choice, down the line it would 
be easier to replace timber parts, though coloured equipment could be sanded down to the metal and 
re-painted 

 The teachers working with the pupil groups in the consultation had like the aspects involving 
understanding of prices, because it showed that the project was not free of charge 

 One of the sessions had encouraged pupils to select three play / recreation elements that they ‘liked’ 
compared with one that was ‘disliked’ – the girls had favoured gymnastics (actually ‘outdoor fitness’) 
equipment, while the boys had favoured football provision (though it had been noted that much of 
the remainder of the park was devoted to football) 

 It was noted that the ‘sports’ element of proposals would be ‘parked’ for the time being as it did not 
form part of the plans for the play area. 

 
Funding 

 Of the £95,000 currently indicated as committed to the project, an amount would need to be 
allocated for the ancillary works, including removal of existing play equipment 

 Once these costs had been quantified, the consultation outcomes (see above) would be used to draw 
up a more detailed specification.  

 With an agreed specification, the ensuing procurement process would involve providers being 
requested to supply to an available budget, and tenders would be scored to assess their quality 

 This proposed approach was aimed at discouraging bidders from undercutting one another (1) it was 
process was subject to the NCC procurement team confirming that it did not conflict with 
procurement regulations (2) it would involve consideration of warranties, speed of delivery etc.  
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 The tender specification could not state that a particular piece of equipment should be supplied, but 
‘steers’ could be given to suppliers. The draft specification would be emailed to the Council for its 
views to be invited 

 It was noted that the specification sent out to potentially-interested parties had formed a good basis 
for the tender document. 

 
Play surfacing, fencing etc 

 Surfacing had not been considered as part of the consultation with schools 

 Grass matting could be considered for some parts of the play areas, and it had been used at Tyne 
Green, but the matting would not stand heavy traffic; a variety of surfaces including grass matting, 
wet pour and bark chips would be likely to be provided 

 Laurel shrubbery would be removed 

 The retention of the fencing surrounding the toddler play area, separating it from the junior provision 
surrounding it, was favoured. 

 
Sports provision 

 The football pitches at the former Eastwoods School should be re-laid in the spring 

 The main pavilion at Eastwood Park was proposed to have 2 no. changing rooms added to it at the 
rear, with the main room becoming a ‘club room’ 

 The bowls pavilion was now accessible. Around £2,000 would be needed to replace the ceiling. There 
was a power supply to the building, and the fuse box was in good order (though the quality of the 
lighting circuits needed to be assessed, and the storage heaters required testing). As the future use of 
the building remained uncertain, the aim was to maintain it so as to keep options for use open 

 The container sited close to the bowls pavilion belonged to the cricketers, and there would be a 
storage issue if the huge roller for the cricket square needed to be re-housed. Discussions between 
different groups of cricketers were ongoing, and it was agreed that NCC should contact them to 
ascertain / support / encourage progress towards a resolution. The container was situated at / over a 
‘wet flush’ / field drain, and advice was needed as to how to deal with this 

 
Next steps 

 NCC would contact Prudhoe Golf Club in regard to their fence boundary with the farm being stated to 
be the means by which dogs were entering the Park 

 NCC would proceed with the procurement for the play works, on the basis that the Town Council were 
prepared to transfer their financial contribution to the project to NCC in due course. The Council 
confirmed that the monies for the project were held in its Asset Reserve account 

 Subject to the successful commencement of the procurement process, bids would be assessed at 
some stage in March by NCC and the Council as the project partners: the next meeting of the parties 
would be likely to happen at this point. 

 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the sad news was received that Emma Evans, whose work had made such a 
significant contribution to the great progress of the project up to this point, was now absent from work owing 
to her being very seriously ill. Council representatives requested that the Council’s very best wishes and hopes 
for recovery be passed to Emma.         RW 01/2017 


